CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA
Ethiopia had to agree to negotiate : Italy, seeing her advan-
tage, agreed to negotiate.
On March 23, twenty days later, the Committee took note
of these answers, and requested its chairman, assisted by
the Secretary-General of the League of Nations, to get in
touch with the two parties and to take such steps as might
be called for in order that the Committee might be able
as soon as possible to ... within the framework of
the League and in the spirit of the Covenant . . . and so
on. . . .
After that we, in Ethiopia, heard no more about the
negotiations within the framework of the League and in
the spirit of the Covenant.
And while the Committee were drivelling, the Italians
put in their most intensive gas campaign of the war.
They centred it on the Emperor himself, who with his
anti-aircraft gun at his cave-mouth, shot at the planes as
they passed over Korem. They sprayed the whole of the
sides of Lake Ashangi with mustard gas. They used now
the method which Californian farmers, I believe, use to
destroy the insect pests on their fruit trees.
In a disregarded speech which the Emperor of Ethiopia
made before the Assembly of the League of Nations on
June 30, 1936, he described this refined method of maiming
and killing people.
" Special sprayers/' he said, " were installed on board
aircraft so that they could vaporise, over vast areas of
territory, a fine death-dealing rain. Groups of nine, fifteen,
eighteen aircraft followed one another so that the fog
issuing from them formed a continuous sheet."
For about ten days Holmes reported simple bombard-
ments. On March 14 he reported the gassing of the Ashangi
plain. From that day on the spray of yperite on the plain
of Lake Ashangi, on the plain of Korem, on the Emperor's
caves at Korem, on the livestock and the native paths did
not cease.
At this time the Emperor sent a letter to the Empress
saying that he could bear it no longer ; that it was horrible
to hear the screaming of his men during the night, which
at Korem was generally quiet, and that old friends had
come to see him whom he could not recognise on account
of the terrible burns on their faces. Holt, the Senior British

